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1. 23a is May 1947, an armored regiment stationed in Cotthue (457) was desigasted 
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It was rumored that more than twenty auicides of Soviet offieers, 
' end their dependents had occurred during the prevloue four weeks, allegedly 
tn comnection with their scheduled return to the USSR. 


« Lerge seale Russian 4AA treining began om 10 May 1947 and was still in pre- 


greus on 13 June in the region betwaon Cottbus and Pinsterwalde (415), partieu- 
lerly arownd Alt Débern (435). Soviet betteries were using a new type phes- 
phorus shell, All witnesses agree that fire wes directed, not ageinst single 
tergeta, but against a number of airborne targeta flown in by an entire squadron. 


3, As a resvlt of the use of phosphorus shells, the Alt D&bern forest eaugnt fire 


on 23 Bay 1947 and was still ablaze on 13 June. Local inhabitants estimate 
that approximately 3,000 hectares ware destroyed up to the end of May. It le 
believed that the entire forest area may be destroyed; the high mmber of , 
fire centers produced by shell splinters meke fire-fighting ineffective and 
the Russiens have forbidden the Landrateamt Calau (A26) to mobilise additional 
euxiliery firemen, SMVA Cottbus has prohibited the publication of any details 
concerning the conflagration. 


4 A Soviet pool of German tanks, mostly Tiger types, which hes been mainteined 


25X1X 


25X1A 


25X1X are new and repaired vehicles and not discardspyatangad. no, Wes sugses 


is Petershain (445) for the last two years, is now estimated by leeal vasi- 
dents te contain 1,500 vehicles, Included in this total sre 350 new Tigers 
captured by the Russiens from the Sixth 5S Panzer Corpa on the Hungerian Front. 


5. Recently the new tanks, as well as some repaired ones, have been withdrawn 


fyom the Petershain pool, moved to Welsew (A444), and loaded on trains. Demaged — 
tanks still in the pool aré being repaired and refitted by German workers on 

day and night shifts, These laborers, who live under guard, include mechanics 
ang skilled workers from the immediate region, as well as others from Cottbus, 
Gaisu and Finsterwalde. 
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